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Our understanding of modern nationalist movements in Cambodia, especially of the 
notorious massacre motivated by Pol Pot has tended to emphasize the brutal 
personalities of these leaders as well as the anodyne assistances of Chinese 
Communist Party, overlooking how the concept of nation-ness has been seeped into 
the consciousness of Khmer elites. So my paper aims to shed light on how “Angkor” 
as a symbol frequently utilized by Cambodian nationalist precursors and their 
inheritors, came into being, both from the angle of Institutions of Power, and from the 
perspective of Semiotics. 
Colonized Cambodia was not modeled directly and positively on that of the dynastic 
states of nineteenth-century Europe, and the immediate genealogy should be traced to 
the imaginings of the colonial state. The symbol of Angkor represents a changed 
consciousness and the emergence of the pro-type of modern Cambodia. Few things 
bring this shift into less visible historical process than six institutions of power 
deployed by the French colonial government, which include colonial rhetoric, 
museum, World Exposition, treaty, map and colonial archaeological society. These six 
invisible forces tragically destroyed the indigenous discourse of Cambodia and 
profoundly reshaped “Cambodia” as a result.  
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                                               爱德华·萨义德 《文化与帝国主义》 
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1 Partha Chatterjee, Nationalist Thought and The Colonial World: A Derivative Discourse? London : Zed Books, 
1986, p.1.中译文参考【印度】帕尔塔·查特吉著，范慕尤，杨曦译：《民族主义思想与殖民地世界》，南京：
译林出版社，2007 年第 1 版，第 2 页。 
2 【美】爱德华·W·萨义德著，李琨译：《文化与帝国主义》，北京：生活·读书·新知三联书店， 
2007 年 6 月版，第 16 页。 
3 邢和平：《柬泰边境柏威夏地区紧张局势的由来和发展》，载于《东南亚纵横》，2009 年第 12 期，第 3 页；
杨勉：《柬埔寨与泰国领土争端的历史和现实——以柏威夏寺争端为焦点》，载于《东南亚研究》，2009











































。可是这样一个尚未进入工业资本主义的国度却在 1975 年至 1979 年
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